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Lines of Practical Application         Tom Ellsworth         James 1         July 20, 2014 
 
 
Practical Lifelines for Getting through Tough Times 
 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its 
work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything… Blessed is the man 
who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown 
of life that God has promised to those who love him.   

 
The testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  James 1:2-4, 12 (NIV) 

 

Practical Lifelines for Avoiding Dumb Decisions 
 
If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not 
doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 
That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded 
man, unstable in all he does.  James 1:5-8 (NIV) 
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Practical Lifelines for Careful Communication 
 
My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 
slow to become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God 
desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly 
accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  James 1:19-21 (NIV) 
 

QUICK TO LISTEN 
 

As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. Proverbs 27:17 (NIV) 
 

SLOW TO SPEAK 
 

SLOW TO BECOME ANGRY 
 

 A hot-tempered man stirs up dissension, but a patient man calms a quarrel 
Proverbs 15:18 (NIV) 

 Better a patient man than a warrior, a man who controls his temper than one 
who takes a city. Proverbs 16:32 (NIV) 

 A fool gives full vent to his anger, but a wise man keeps himself under control 
Proverbs 29:11 (NIV) 

   
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.   
James 1:22 (NIV) 
 


