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Lines of Confidence         Tom Ellsworth         Matthew 6:25-34         July 13, 2014 
 
We are told that confidence is a good thing - that it helps you get a job, build 
relationships, become a leader and so on. Confidence is a lifeline to success. When we 
are impressed with another’s skill, we say things like she speaks with confidence or he 
leads with confidence as if that quality sets them apart. Consequently, every one of us 
desires the right amount of confidence. But few if any ever get it right because 
confidence is fragile personal commodity. Confidence fades at the first signs of peer 
intimidation, or negative feedback about your job performance, or laughter directed at 
you not with you or someone’s misjudgment of your circumstances. 
 
Our problem with confidence is that we are looking for it in the wrong place. We always 
focus on confidence in self and that’s why we struggle. And that’s part of the power of 
this portion of the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus reminds us that our confidence needs to 
be in him and his Father. When we place our confidence in him, then we can deal with 
our own inadequacies. 
 
  
Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more 
important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away 
in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than 
they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? “And why do you worry 
about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell 
you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how 
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God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the 
fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, 
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans 
run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well.  34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. 
Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
Matt 6:25 - 34 (NIV) 
 
LET GO OF WORRY  
 
Now notice the words of Jesus.  Do not worry about your life… Once again God’s Word 
contains wisdom that when put into practice will help ease the stress and erase the worry.  
This is not the only passage: 
 
An anxious heart weighs a man down,  
but a kind word cheers him up.  Proverbs 12:25 (NIV) 

 
So then, banish anxiety from your heart  
and cast off the troubles of your body…  Ecc. 11:10 (NIV) 
 
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  1 Pet. 5:7 (NIV) 
 

 
LET GOD BE GOD  
 
SET YOUR PRIORITIES 
 
Live for Today   
 
Live for His Kingdom 
 
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well.   


