
Hebrews
Week 34

April 19 & 20, 2014

Words of Encouragement
Daily Verses
 Sunday: Hebrews 1 & 2
 Monday: Hebrews 6
 Tuesday: Hebrews 8
 Wednesday: Hebrews 11
 Thursday:  Hebrews 12
 Friday:  Hebrews 13
 Saturday:  Catch Up/Free Day

get daily scripture texts! 
text @sherwoodo to 812-671-0028

Key Verse: 

“Therefore since we have a great high priest who 
has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast to our confession.”
    
    Hebrews 4:14

Pointing to Jesus
• Remembering the early Christian hymns of Phil. 2:6-11 and Col.1:15-20, we see Jesus Christ’s place in creation, 

His earthly existence and exaltation to God’s side. (Heb1:2-4)  His cosmic journey is also described in John 1:1-18. 
• Echoing Peter’s confession of Matt. 16:13-20, Hebrews recognizes Jesus’ superiority over prophets, priests, an-

gels and kings. (1:5-14)
• When the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D. 70 as Jesus had warned (Matt. 24, Mark 13:1-13, Luke 

21:5-36), sacrifice, temple worship, and priesthood were no more. Hebrews encourages Christians with superior 
sacrifices, temple and priest in Jesus Christ.

• Bringing God and humanity back together through a sacrificial death was introduced in Leviticus 17:11. Jesus’ 
death (shedding of His blood) ransoms believers from eternal death. Matt. 20:28, Mark 10:45   The full reality of 
atonement is perfected in the death of the Son of God on the cross. (9:23-28)

• Jesus warned in His parable of the sower that some believers would fall away (Matt 13, Luke 8). Hebrews 6:6 and 
10:29 warn of “falling away” (apostasy).  To reject the means of salvation leaves one without hope.

• For Jesus, the prospect of sharing with His disciples overcame any danger or anxiety about His upcoming death. 
(Luke 22:15) In Hebrews, the advantage of meeting together as the church cancels out fear or threats of persecu-
tion. (10:25)

Questions for Reflection & Conversation
• How has the “Inspired” series helped you to understand Hebrews in the context of Old Testament priesthood, 

sacrifice and temple worship?
• How does thinking about God’s eternal love and purpose bring stability to your life now?
• Christians claim superiority over other world religions. How does the writer of Hebrews indicate his belief in Jesus 

is superior?
• What are some practical duties that grow out of your commitment to Christ? (13:1-17)
• When you feel discouraged, who are some “heroes of the faith” that you can call to mind to encourage you?  Is 

there a specific person who influenced you the most to be a follower of Jesus?

Still have questions you would like answered? Go to socc.org/ask-bible-guy or text 812-329-2315

Daily Devotions
Go to socc.org/sherwood-oaks-blog for daily devotions



Family Activity

I don’t know about you, but our family has spent the last month in March Madness. If you are not familiar 
with this term, it is another way to describe the huge college basketball tournament that is played during 
the month of March. Many people find the event to be inspiring as they watch hundreds of players come 
together to compete for the national championship.  

While I was reading the book of Hebrews, I realized that it was a book of inspiration – it was written to 
encourage us to keep going in our faith. The first few verses of Chapter 12 made me think about how my 
walk of faith is similar to a game of basketball: “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.” Like a basketball player in March Madness, I should fix my eyes on the goal, 
using all my actions, words, and thoughts to complete the work Jesus has given me to do. 

Staying Current with the Series

Missed a part of the Inspired series? You can pick up missed take-home sheets at the Welcome Center or 
download them at socc.org/inspired/deeper.


