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March 16, 2014

Jesus’ Return
Daily Verses
 Sunday: 1 Thes 1
 Monday: 1 Thes 2
 Tuesday: 1 Thes 3
 Wednesday: 1 Thes 4
 Thursday:  1 Thes 5:1-11
 Friday:  1 Thes 5:12-28
 Saturday:  Catch Up/Free Day

get daily scripture texts! 
text @sherwoodo to 812-671-0028

Key Verse: 

“But examine all things; hold fast to what is good.”

    1 Thes 5:21

Pointing to Jesus
• There is no excuse for our being caught off guard at His arrival (Parousia), 5:4
• Jesus will come bodily and visibly. His arrival will be sudden, startling and glorious.  4:16, 5:2, Acts 1:1, 

Phil. 3:21
• The dead will be raised. The living will be changed and caught up, along with the resurrected dead to meet 

the Lord in the air.  4:13-14, 1 Cor. 15:52, 1 Thess. 4:17.
• When anyone sets a date for the return of Christ, he/she can be marked immediately as a false prophet. 

5:2, Matt. 24:42, 25:13, Mark 13:32.
• Leadership in the church follows the way of Jesus; function rather than office.  His reverent submission as 

a servant is our example. 2:5-14.

Questions for Reflection & Conversation
• How do the concerns of the church at Thessalonica reflect a new Christian community?
• For some, God’s inspired word about the end time is alarming. How is it that Paul writes about the end to comfort 

Christians?
• What would you do differently today if you knew Jesus’ were returning tomorrow?
• What can we learn about care for new Christians from Paul’s letter to new Christians?
• When Scripture talks about death, the most common word used is “sleep.” Why do you think that is?
• Why do you think it is important to Paul and God that Christians live ethical, moral lives?
• What do you think Paul has in mind when he commends the church for their “work of faith, labor of love and en-

durance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ?” 1:3

Still have questions you would like answered? Go to socc.org/ask-bible-guy or text 812-329-2315

Daily Devotions
Go to socc.org/sherwood-oaks-blog for daily devotions



Family Activity

I Thessalonians 5:18:  “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is god’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
This is one of the hardest Bible verses for all of us to live by.  It is so much easier to complain about all that 
we don’t have instead of concentrating on all that we do have.  This Scripture urges us to maintain a spirit 
of thanksgiving in all circumstances.  We are all born with a natural tendency toward discontent, so this is 
why we must remind one another to continue to give thanks.  Situations arise daily with our families when it 
would be easier to complain and whine, but being thankful is a discipline that must be learned and taught.   
It is impossible to be truly grateful and discontent at the same moment.
 
Here’s a family idea to try:  Place a basket in the center of your dinner table. Since we are leading up to 
Easter, take some time with your children to cut out oval Easter egg shapes from all different colors of 
construction paper.   Help your child daily to write things he is thankful for on the shapes and place them 
back in the basket.   At your Easter meal, spend time as a family pulling out the Easter eggs and talking 
about what everyone is thankful for.  You can even post the Easter eggs on your refrigerator for a couple of 
weeks to remind your family of all the things you are thankful for. 

Staying Current with the Series

Missed a part of the Inspired series? You can pick up missed take-home sheets at the Welcome Center or 
download them at socc.org/inspired/deeper.


